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Recollections

The origin of the Tasar in Japan was that following some articles of mine
n Kazi, which Otani san had arranged; | received a letter from Yoshikawa,
Keiji san, beautifully handwritten in English. He explained that he was
President of the biggest fleet of two-hander dinghies in Japan, they
vere slow, he had approached the designer to ask if the performance
could be improved, and had received the answer “Paint them yellow™.
He had read my articles, liked my approach to sailing, and was it possible
that | might do better?

Between one and two years later was a big day in my life. | had shipped Tasar 2103 from Sydney. Yoshikawa san
nad stored it at Enoshima.

Ne rigged quickly and with no problem. The wind was strong but abating. The test sailor from Kazi was dressed
for arctic duty, with warm seagoing clothes and heavy seaboots to his knees, and | was nervous that he would be
A yacht sailor with no coordination. But he sailed very well, and was surprised to find that the harder he drove the
Tasar the faster it went. In his boat test he commented that he usually found a speed limit and was most
surprised not to find one. | would like to congratulate him on handling the new type of boat so well. Considering
that he had little English and | had almost no Japanese and the wind was too strong for leisurely sign language
oetween us, his task was not easy.

After a short sail with me the test sailor and Otani, Takao san sailed together and soon were laughing and
shouting together with the boat flying. That day could not have gone better.

A |ittle later Yoshikawa persuaded seven Japanese Tasar crews to travel and sail at the World Championships at
Yepoon. At the time this sort of travel by Japanese was unprecedented. We built extra charter boats, and
positioned them with Pearson san who speaks Japanese, and one or two others who have some understanding,
olus trailer and tools etc. But the huge impact in Yeppoon was Yoshikawa Kiyo san leading “The Fools Dance” in
full kimono. Her presentation brought everybody onto the dance floor. That broke the ice forever. Thank you,
Kiyo san.

A little later, at a World Council meeting in Adelaide, Yoshikawa san said, “We Japanese do not always want to be
juests. Some day we want to be the hosts, and | want it
to be before | die. ” The Hayama Worlds were
orogrammed.

Your hospitality at Hayama was beyond description. It
nad taken Keiji a mere seven years.

Kazi
| salute his leadership.

Frank Bethwaite
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No

1 1986 2203

2 1987

3 1988

4 1989

5 1990

6 1991 2215

7 1992 2265 USA
8 1993 2572

9 1994 2202

10 1995 2572

11 1996 2572

12 1997 2592

13 1998 2669

14 1999 2674 AUS
15 2000 2395

16 2001 2572

17 2002 2661

18 2003 2572

19 2004 2765

20 2005 2761

21 2006

1
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